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• The Homestead Valley Community Council can 
report reaching the homestretch in the campaign to 
achieve State Scenic Highway status for Hwy 247. 

Beginning in 2009, the HVCC Scenic 247 Committee 
signed up endorsements and worked with Caltrans 
guidelines to create the Visual Assessment of sections 
of the highway showing the fewest intrusions from  
modern development, then researched existing habitat 
protection plans in the scenic corridor. 

Jim Harvey, HVCC  
president and member  
of the Scenic 247 
Committee, with Karen 
Watkins of County Land 
Use Services, and 
Caltrans Landscape 
Architect Almabeth 
Anderson made the case 

for Scenic 247 at the December 9th County Planning 
Commission meeting. This workshop invited  
public comments to assist the County in finalizing  
the Corridor Protection Program before submitting 
the nomination package to the Board of Supervisors 
for approval and submittal to Caltrans. 

Their presentation 
drew enthusastic 
endorsements, and 
Commissioners  
unfamiliar with this 
region now plan to 
travel the route! 

See http://scenichigh-
way247.com/ 
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Other Scenic 247 Committee 
members: Sarah Kennington,  
communications; Phillip Brown, 
mission statement and historian; 
Chuck Bell, promotion, Lucerne 
Valley/Barstow Road adviser

Jim Harvey, Almabeth Anderson, and Karen Watkins after  
Planning Commissioners hear their great Scenic 247  
presentation at the public meeting in San Bernardino. 

Photos above are from screenshots of the County’s live stream of the meeting


